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Some of the nation's top distance runners will be in Missoula Saturday for the 
AIAW Region IX cross country championships.
The meet will begin at 11 a.m. with the Division-two race. At noon, the 
Division-one race will be held, followed by Division-three at 1 p.m. All events will 
be at the UM golf course. There will be no admission charge.
According to University of Montana women's cross country coach, Dick Koontz, 
the meet will provide an opportunity to see future Olympians as well as runners who 
would have competed in the 1980 Olympics had therenotbeen a boycott.
"It's an excellent opportunity to see that level of competition without having 
to travel a long distance," he said.
Koontz said the Division-one race will feature two of the top women's cross 
country teams in the country -- Oregon and Washington. He also said Oregon State 
has a very good team and could challenge the other two schools.
Koontz expects his team to battle Montana State for fourth place. The Bobcats 
defeated the Grizzlies last Friday 23-35. However, Montana was without Julie Glenn, 
who should be able to run on Saturday.
Bridgette Baker, who has led the Grizzlies all season, is the team's best hope 
for a berth in the national cross country championships, which will be Nov. 15 in 
Seattle. Koontz said Baker has a good chance of finishing in the top 10.. The top 
15 runners advance to the nationals. He said a top-10 finish would be exceptional, 
given the high level of competition.
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